The  Living  History 
Classroom 


EXPLORING  THE 
LIVING  HISTORY 
CLASSROOM 

yr/   elcome    to    the    Living 
History    Classroom,    a 

new  educational  program  of  The 
Tryon  Palace  Restoration! 

We  call  Tryon  Palace 
Restoration  the  Living  History 
Classroom  because  it  is  just 
that.  The  historic  buildings  that 
comprise  Tryon  Palace 
Restoration  have  a  lot  of  stories 
to  tell,  stories  about  the  men  and 
women  who  made  such 
important  contributions  to  the 
history  of  our  state,  and  about 
events  that  shaped  our  state  and 
our  nation  as  we  know  them 
today. 

The  Tryon  Palace  Restoration  is 
more  than  just  bricks  and 
mortar  -  it  is  an  educational  tool 
for  teachers  and  students  alike. 
Over  the  next  few  months,  we'll 
be  sending  out  additional  issues 
of  this  newsletter,  focusing  on 
different  aspects  of  the  history 
of  The  Tryon  Palace  Restoration 
and  of  the  people  who  lived  and 
worked  in  these  buildings.  We're 
also  working  on  a  series  of 
"educational  packets"  to  help 
teachers  prepare  students  for  a 
visit  to  The  Tryon  Palace 
Restoration,  whether  with  the 
class  or  with  their  families. 

Pre-visit  preparation  can  make 
the    difference     between    rust 
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another  field  trip  and  a  real  visit 
to  the  past.  You'll  be  hearing 
more  about  that  in  future  issues. 

In  this  issue,  we  are  introducing 
two  regular  features.  The  Myth 
of     the     Month    feature    is 


designed  to  make  teachers  aware 
of  some  of  the  common  myths 
that  have  crept  into  our 
understanding  of  past  people  and 
their  lives. 

(continued  on  pg.  2) 


THE  MYTH  OF  THE  MONTH  CLUB: 


"DIS  MYTHING"  FIRESCREENS 


A  firescreen  ~  no  colonial  house  museum  would  be  complete 
without  one.  What  is  a  firescreen?  The  answer  is  simple 
enough  -a  decorative  pole  screen  covered  in  needlework  and 
stationed  close  by  the  fireplace.  But  why  was  it  there?  Now 
things  get  a  little  trickier.  Despite  its 

fairly  straightforward  purpose,  myths  and  exaggerations  surround 

the  use  of  the  firescreen. 

One  common  myth  is  that  the  purpose  of  firescreens  was  to  keep 
18th-century  women's  waxy  makeup  from  melting.  But  let's  look  at 
the  story  a  little  more  carefully.  While  some  18th-century  women 
did  use  wax-based  preparations  to  fill  in  smallpox  scars,  not  as  many 
women  used  cosmetics  as  do  today.  Even  for  those  who  did  -  the 
cosmetics  didn't  cover  their  faces  with  a  layer  of  wax  as  thick  or  as 
meltable  as  a  candle.  In  fact,  if  you  have  worn  modern  foundation 
makeup,  you  may  have  worn  a  wax-based  cosmetic  without  realizing 
it. 

So  it  seems  that  18th-century  women  were  in  no  greater  need  of 
protection  from  cosmetic  melt-down  than  women  today.  Pole 
screens  placed  near  the  fireplace,  could  simply  be  a  shield  from  the 
heat  ~  a  heat  that  could  be  too  intense  on  people's  faces  if  they  were 
sitting  close  enough  to  keep  the  rest  of  them  warm.  And  the  screens 
were  also  an  attractive  way  to  display  a  housewife's  needlework 
talents. 

The  moral  of  the  story?  Colonial  people  weren't  as  strange  as  we 
sometimes  think! 


(continued  from  pg.  1) 

In  another  regular  feature 
Teaching  With  Objects,  we'll 
be  providing  some  hints  to  help 
you  work  with  your  students  in 
interpreting  objects  from  the 
past. 

We  hope  you'll  enjoy  reading  the 
newsletter  and  experimenting 
with  some  of  the  suggestions. 
We'd  also  like  to  hear  from  you 
about  other  topics  you'd  like  to 
know  about,  questions  you  want 
to  ask,  or  simply  any  concerns 
you  might  have  about  school 
tours.  We  are  here  to  listen  --  and 
to  help!  Just  drop  us  a  line  at: 

Tryon  Palace  Restoration 

"The  Living  History  Classroom" 

P.O.  Box  1007 

New    Bern,    North    Carolina 

28563. 

We  look  forward  to  hearing 
from  you! 


TEACHING     WITH 
OBJECTS: 
TIME  TRAVEL 
ON  A  BUDGET: 

A  butter  churn.  A  horseshoe.  A 
high-post  bed  with  curtains. 
These  antique  objects  help  us 
imagine  the  very  different  world 
that  was  colonial  America.  If  we 
could  be  transported  back  to  that 
world,  we  would  encounter  a 
surprising  array  of  unfamiliar 
sights,  sounds,  smells,  tastes,  and 
textures. 

The  slosh  of  the  dasher  in  the 
butter  churn,  the  smell  of 
horseflesh,  the  color  of  early 
morning  light  filtering  through 
bedcurtains  --  these  sensory 
images  can  be  conjured  up  by 
objects  from  the  past.  So  if  time 
travel  is  beyond  your  school's 
field     trip     budget,     studying 


objects  can  be  the  next  best  way 
to  visit  the  past. 

Try  looking  at  a  colonial  object 
with  your  class.  (Copies  of 
colonial  dishes,  toys,  quill  pens, 
and  craft  items  are  easy  to  find  at 
museum  stores  and  craft  shows; 
be  sure  to  find  accurate  replicas, 
with  no  signs  of  modern 
technology.)  Now  discuss  the 
object  with  your  students, 
imagining  with  all  five  senses. 
What  sound  did  the  object  make 
when  it  was  used?  How  did  it 
feel  when  someone  touched  it, 
carried  it,  or  wore  it?  What  did 
it  look  like  in  daylight  or 
candlelight?  Can  you  imagine 
tastes  or  smells  that  went  along 
with  it? 


This  sensory  imagination 
technique  can  also  be  applied  to 
written  exercises.  This  will  work 
best  at  the  end  of  a  unit,  when 
students  have  some  basic 
knowledge  about  the  colonial 
period.  Have  your  students  write 
a  story  about  traveling  back  in 
time,  including  as  many  of  their 
senses  as  possible.  Ask  your 
students  to  list  all  the  sensory 
images  they  remember  from  a 
movie  about  colonial  life  or  a 
visit  to  Tryon  Palace.  Then 
make  a  list  of  sensory  images  of 
life  in  their  hometown  today. 
What  sights,  sounds,  smells, 
tastes,  and  textures  belong  only 
to  the  past?  only  to  the  present? 
What  things  have  people 
experienced  with  their  senses 
both  then  and  now? 

Whatever  route  you  take  to  the 
past,  using  this  "sensational" 
approach  will  make  the  journey 


a    memorable    one    for    your 
students! 


'WHY  A  PALACE?" 
NEW     TRYON 
PALACE    SLIDE 
SHOW  AVAILABLE 
FOR  SCHOOLS 

A  n  all-new  slide  show  about 
Tryon  Palace  is  available  for 
loan  to  schools.  The  program  is 
especially  geared  for  students, 
with  a  script  and  images  that 
focus  on  18th-century  life  in 
Tryon  Palace. 

The  slide  program  is 
accompanied  by  a  Learning 
Activities  Unit  that  includes 
suggestions  for  additional 
educational  activities  drawing 
upon  some  of  the  themes 
discussed  in  the  slide  show. 

The  program  is  available  as  a  free 
loan  to  schools  and  it  may  be 
used  as  preparation  for  a  visit  to 
the  Palace  or  as  a  stand-alone 
history  "mini-lesson."  The 
Learning  Activities  Unit  may 
be  reproduced  without 
permission  for  classroom  use. 

To  borrow  a  copy  of  the  slide 
program  and  to  receive  the 
Learning  Activities  Unit  call 
the  Group  Tour  Coordinator  at: 
(919)  638-1560  or  write:  Tryon 
Palace  Restoration,  P.O.  Box 
1007.  New  Bern.  N.C.  28563. 


IN  NEXT  MONTHS 
ISSUE.... 

T  he  next  issue  of  Living 
History  Classroom  will 
focus  on  interpretations  of 
nearly  two  centuries  of 
Christmas  traditions  throughout 
the  Tryon  Palace  Restoration. 
More  next  month! 


